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The World As It Could Be is Within Reach 
A Rite-of-Passage to Welcome, Initiate, and  

Celebrate Youth  
As Vital Members of Our Community 

 

 

This Rite of Passage was developed in 2014 to initiate youth as valuable 

contributors in our community.  Originally the program was created through the 

collaboration of REACH Ashland Youth Center, Alameda County Deputy 

Sheriffs’ Activities League (DSAL), and its program The World As It Could Be 

Human Rights Education Program (TWAICB).  In January 2017, Arroyo High 

School began offering this class under the leadership of Jorja Santillan. 

 

The youth have been meeting every Tuesday since September, learning about 

and reflecting on the importance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

as well as how recreation, education, the arts, career and health are critical 

elements of a healthy community.  In addition, they also focus their efforts on a 

Community Action Project where they identify human rights issues and work 

collaboratively to enact change.   

 

Tonight the youth will express their ideas about what they have learned, how it 

applies in their lives, and beyond in their community using performance arts. 

Thank you for joining us and being an essential part of this event recognizing 

them for their commitment, growth, and accomplishments. 

 

 

The Culminating Presentation Program 

 

6:00 Arrival and seating of attendees 

6:10 Welcome and Introduction 

6:20 Culminating Presentation 

6:45 Commendations & Key Note Address 

7:00 Reception with food and beverages 

7:30 Close of Event 

 

  



 

THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO HAS MADE THE 

RITE OF PASSAGE PROGRAM POSSIBLE 

PARTICIPATING YOUTH 

Hanen Banana Alexis Quino Plata 

Leen Banana Estefany Rivera 

Angela Pena Thi Tran 

Emma Purves  

 

PROGRAM FACILITATORS 
Jorja Santillan, Lead Teacher Sandy Sohcot 

Ellen Sebastian Chang  

ARROYO HIGH SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION 

James P. Gray, Sr., Principal Kristian Hinz, Assistant Principal 

 

 

CULMINATING PRESENTATION  

Welcoming: Jorja Santillan, Lead Teacher 

Guest Speaker: Ellen Sebastian Chang 

Creative Director, 

The World As It Could Be Program 

 

 

SPONSORS  

SUPPORTER EXTRAORDINAIRE The Libra Foundation 

COMMUNITY VISIONARY Arroyo High School 

Sandy Sohcot 

YOUTH CHAMPION ELM Advisors, LLC 

Barry Caplan 

Marsha & Ralph Guggenheim 



 

 

PLANNING TEAM 

James P. Gray, Sr. Jorja Santillan 

Sandy Sohcot  

 

 

PROGRAM SUPPORT & LOGISTICS 

Arroyo High School: Offices of: 

Vernon Miyata 

Pat Schultz 

Congressman Eric Swalwell 

State Senator Bob Wieckowski 

Videography: 

Lance McVay, Bay Area Digital 

Arts, San Lorenzo High School 

State Assemblyman Dr. Bill 

Quirk, Ph.D. 

Supervisor Wilma Chan 

Hilary Bass Supervisor Nate Miley 

 

 

PROGRAM PRESENTERS AT TUESDAY SESSIONS 

Michael Alexander Dr. Helynna Brooke 

Hilary Bass Sandy Sohcot 

Captain Michael Carroll Andrea Gil 

Deputy Jessica Ignont Vassilisa Johri 

Yennhi Li Alyssa Hanson 

Justice Wurnitsch-Hogan Morgan Lindow 

Raychelle Castillo  

 


